
            Suggestions from the Story 

Chapter 7 of The Glassmaker’s Children is the turning point of the story.  

Stellan and Ruby leave their old life behind and head towards an 

uncertain future.  Read to the end then have a go at these activities. 

                       Chapter 7: Squashed Chocolate 

1. Contrasts:  The differences in behaviour and attitude between Ruby 

Rose and her older brother Stellan are very clear in this chapter.  Look 

through the text for examples to demonstrate: 

 

a) how Ruby’s thinking and actions are still those of a very little child 

b) how Stellan is far more mature and considerate of others. 

 

2. Match-up quiz:  Who says what?  See if you can match the speakers to 

the words they say, then check the text to see how many you got right. 

 

Jed      “Do you need a rest?” 

 

Martha/Ma    “I know you do, son.” 

 

Stellan     “Oh it will.  I know it will.” 

 

Ruby Rose     “May your luck change with the tide.” 

 

The Glassmaker/Pa   “Yes, let’s give it a try.” 

 

3. Art: Read the description of ‘Chocolate Island’ in the paragraph that 

begins, ‘Now Ma looked really worried and tired…’ towards the end of 

the chapter.  Have a go at drawing, painting or maybe even making a 

model or collage of the way you imagine the tiny island to look. 

 

 

4. Spelling and pronunciation:  English is a strange language!  What do you 

notice when you read these sets of sentences aloud to yourself? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you think of any other words that are spelled the same but change 

the way they are spoken like that? 
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Ma had to row the boat up the river. 

Ma and Pa had a furious row. 

There was a long row of trees. 

She pushed the sail into the boat’s bow. 

The children had to bow right down when 

the boom swung across. 

Ruby has a bow in her hair. 


