
          Suggestions from the Storymaker 

Here are some writing and drawing ideas and starters based on Chapter 8 

of The Glassmaker’s Children by Jan Stone.   

 

                  Chapter 8: Misty II 

 

1. Characterisation:  There is very little description of Miss T/Misty here.  

You only know the colour of her hair and dress.  Perhaps, though, if you 

have read carefully, you will have used clues such as her ways of 

speaking and behaving to decide what she is like as a person.  Try 

drawing a pencil sketch or writing a pen portrait (written description) 

of Misty the way you imagine her to be. 

 

 

2. Build your own character:  When you write a story, always have a very 

clear idea of exactly what each character is like in appearance and 

personality.  You don’t need to put all this information in your story; 

that would make it boring.  You do need to hold it in your mind each 

time that character speaks or does something.  Practise imagining a 

character for yourself, then write a story or paragraph in which they 

appear.  It would be fun to see if someone else who reads it ‘sees’ them 

the way you imagined them.  (I wonder if you ‘see’ Misty the way I do!) 

 

 

3. Magic or coincidence?  This chapter is bursting 

with one or the other.  I like the word 

‘synchronicity’ to describe coincidences that 

are meant to be.  Make a note of all the 

synchronicities you find in Chapter 8. 

 

 

4. Word thief:  I always encourage children to steal and use powerful or 

unusual words and sentence structure from other authors.  It’s quite 

legal!   

Carefully reread one of these two paragraphs and note down any words, 

phrases or sentence structures you like, then try writing a passage of 

your own, using or adapting some of them. 

a) The one on p.91 in the book (5th paragraph from the start in Kindle 

version) that begins, “It wasn’t close to being dark yet…”  

b) The final paragraph of the chapter (p.101) beginning, “Ruby, though, 

was already asleep…” 
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