
              Suggestions from the Storymaker 

Some ideas for developing literacy and other educational skills, for children 

aged around 8-12, based on Chapter 15 of The Glassmaker’s Children.   

 

                                  Chapter 15: Gifts 

 

1. Scanning for synonyms:  Scanning a text for particular pieces of 

information or details is a very useful skill to develop for when you 

want to do research.  Work your way through Chapter 15 and see how 

many different synonyms for ‘said’ you can find. (I found 18, but I might 

have miscounted...)  

 

2. A blessing in disguise?  The Apothecary suggests that The Glassmaker 

gave his son ‘a wonderful gift’, even though Stellan argues that his pa 

“gave me worries and fears and made me feel ashamed.”  Can you 

explain in your own words how Misty and Mr E think Stellan has been 

helped by experiencing his father’s behaviour? 

 

3. Cake designing:  Stellan, Ruby and Martha made four cakes as Christmas 

presents for their friends.  Select one of these activities: 

 

a) Choose one of them, read the description and either draw or use an 

art program to create a picture of the cake. 

b) Imagine you were designing a cake for a special friend or relative.  

How would you decorate it?  Maybe you will be allowed to create 

your cake and give it as a gift. 

 

4. Imagine a scene: Reread the final section of the text, where Martha 

takes the boys out to sea in the boat.  Decide which of these 

descriptions would be more likely to refer to Glyn and which to Stellan. 

 

Glyn  Stellan 

 He asked the purpose of every rope and fitting.  

He watched the movements in the sea carefully. 

He felt so grateful for the gifts he’d been given. 

He felt relaxed and happy. 

He felt alert and excited. 

He leaned back and watched the gulls overhead. 

He dreamed about doing magic. 
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