
              Suggestions from the Storymaker 

An activity sheet for young people to accompany the final chapter of The 

Glassmaker’s Children by Jan Stone.   

 

                                  Chapter 16: The Vardo 

 

1. Making faces: Drawing or acting?  Your choice – either draw a series of 

face shapes or use your own face to show how you think the 

Glassmaker’s expression would change at these points in this chapter: 

a) when he turns to greet his children in the shop 

b) when he shows them the vardo 

c) when he begins selling to the crowd 

d) when Stellan and Ruby tell people not to buy the mirrors 

e) when he leaves Cwmrhyd.   

 

2. Finding proof:  Making money is very important to The Glassmaker.  See 

how many places you can find that prove this in Chapter 16.   

 

3. Reading aloud:  There is one sentence in this chapter which is 

deliberately ambiguous (could have two different meanings).  When the 

Glassmaker tells Stellan off for stopping customers from buying the 

mirrors, which are one of his best money-makers, Stellan replies, “I’m 

sure they are, Pa, but you’ve made plenty of money, honestly.”   

He could mean, ‘you’ve still made lots of money in spite of that’ or 

‘you’ve made lots of money in an honest way, without needing to use 

the sly-glass to spy on them and steal from their homes’. 

Try reading Stellan’s words aloud.  You can change the meaning by the 

way you say the word ‘honestly’.  Which way do you think Stellan said 

it? 

 

4. Resolution:  I’m sure your teachers always tell you that a good story 

needs a resolution – a way to round it off so that everything is sorted 

out and feels finished.  Have a look again at the final section (from ‘As 

they walked home…’ on p.223) and decide whether you feel that this 

story ends well for Ruby Rose, for Stellan and for the rest of the 

characters.  Decide which was your favourite part of the story and 

whether it has changed you in any way.  Do write and tell me – I’d love 

to know! 
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